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It all started with a letter

Founded in 2005, CAHOI
began as a small circle o
40 Chinese American
physicians bound by
shared purpose and
friendship. Two decades
later, it has grown into a
g|0ba| famlly ) uniting The OpercCall Letterin 2004 from our foundinc

members

scientists, clinicians, and
Innovators devoted to T —
advancing cancer care Open Letter from CAHON Organking Commitie
through knowledge, ——
compassion, and P

As you might also have realized, we are f to have the opp to be trained in the

- US. in clinical hematology and/or oncology programs. We are intimately connected because of

CO I | ab 0 ratl O n our shared career interests, similar career paths and past experiences, being alumni during one
- stage or another, and because of our common roots and identity. Some of us have discussed a

few times at past ASH and ASCO meetings about the formation of a network of Chinese

American hematologists and/or oncologists. However, it has never materialized since we are all

too occupied with our professional careers and with our private family lives. This topic was

brought up and discussed again at the recent 45* Annual ASH meeting in San Diego. All agree

. that the time has come for us to set up our own Chinese American Hematologists and
“ema‘ologmand o, Oncologists Network (CAHON). Towards this goal we envision two sequential steps. The first
> "“o/ step is to establish a directory, which contains our contact and professional information, to

0‘9’&‘, facilitate communications among us. The second step is to officially register CAHON (the final
name yet to be determined) as a non-profit and non-political organization.

In order to jump-start this network, Zihai Li, Delong Liu, Wenru Song, Luhua Wang, and
Licheng Xu have taken the lead to ble an organizing ittee as listed below. This
committee consists of active and senior members who are from different hematology and/or
oncology programs in different geographical regions, being trained or employed currently in
different sectors (private practice, academic-clinical based, academic-laboratory based, and
regulatory agencies), and with expertise in different sub-specialties of hematology and/or
oncology. The members of CAHOH will be primarily targeted to US-trained hematologists
and/or oncologists (med onc, rad onc, etc) of Chinese decent. The top priority of this network
will be, as the name implies, to facilitate networking both personally and professionally amongst
the members. In addition, as a group, we can also engage ourselves in concrete and meaningful
~change programs with the Hematology and/or Oncology community in China. There is no
* that, as an individual, many of us will be successful professionally. However, we do
hat we, with the unique identity of having been trained in both China and the US, can do

*f our individual strength is combined together.
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Science, Leadership, Legacy

The meeting opened with Dr. Robert S. Negrin of Stanford
University i recipient of the CAHON 2025 Lifetime
Achievement Award and incoming President of the
American Society of Hematology. Dr. Negrin, a world
leader in hematopoietic cell transplantation, has dedicated
more than 30 years to improving outcomes for patients
undergoing allogeneic bone marrow transplantation. His
pioneering work on immune regulation, graft -versus-host
disease, and cellular therapies has made significant
contributions to the field. Today, his discoveries are being
translated into clinical practice, offering new hope to
patients who depend on bone marrow transplantation for
survival. His keynote lecture set an inspiring tone fi one
that captured both the scientific excellence and the human
compassion that define CAHO

Over two days, leading experts presented frontier advances
in oncology: multiple myeloma (Dr. Saad Usmani, MSKCC),
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lung cancer (Dr. Roy Herbst, Yale), melanoma in Asians (Dr.
Michael Wong, Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer
Center), myeloproliferative neoplasms (Dr. John
Mascarenhas, Mount Sinai), KRAStargeted therapy (Dr.
Welji Sun, University of Kansas), soft tissue sarcoma (Dr.
Minggui Pan, Stanford), and renal and bladder cancers (Dr.
Tian Zhang, UT Southwestern).

Together, these scientific voices reflected not only
innovation but also the compassion, unity, and shared
dedication that defi itorodgeCAHO
cultures, share knowledge, and improve lives.

Our Lovely Hosts Dr. Yiwu Huang (left) and Dr Delong Liuight)
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Amazing CAHON Staff: Becca Gasparich (leffpra Withington, CAE(middlg, Annie
McSherry(middle),Nichole Nikolic(right)
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Collaboration in Action

Clinical case sessions led by Drs. Zhengrui Xiao, Iris
Zhi, and Hongtao Liu inspired lively discussion on
immune disorders, breast cancer, and leukemiafi
demonstrating how learning together builds bonds that
go beyond science.

Panels on CART, ADC, and bispecific antibody
therapies i chaired by Drs. Sen Zhuang (Janssen
Research & Development) and Zihai Li (Ohio State
University) i and a translational collaboration panel
co-led by Dr. Wenru Song (Kira Pharmaceuticals) and
Dr. Ke Liu (Marengo Therapeutics) highlighted how
teamwork and trust move discoveries from bench to
bedside.

At CAHON, collaboration is not just professional fi it
is personal and familial, rooted in friendship, mutual
respect, and a shared purpose to bring healing and
hope.
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Honoring Excellence and Mentorship

CAHON honored Dr. Hongtao Liu
(University of Wisconsin) and Dr. Yi
Feng (Tennessee Oncology) with the
2025 Outstanding Contribution
Awards for their enduring

leadership, mentorship, and service
to the CAHON community.

Emerging scientists were celebrated
through the CAHON Young
Investigator and Junior Investigator
Awards, reaffirming the
organizationds be
Is both a legacy and a promise.

With the Journal of Hematology &
Oncology (Impact Factor 40.4) as its
flagship publication, CAHON
continues to champion scientific
excellence and collaboration between
Chinese and American communities.

Junior Investigator Awardees: Young Investigator Travel Awardees:

Kevin Cheng (University of Tennessee), Colleen Feng (University of Tennessee), Eric Heng Drs. Sunny Cai (University of Kansas Cancer Center), Teiwei Cheng (University of Kansas
{Stanford University), Olivia Paterniti (The Windsor School), Jennifer Wang (Virginia Medical Center). Can Cui (Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center), Qing Li (Case Western
Reserve University), Nancy Li (NYU Langone Medical Center), Lay She Ng (Indiana
University School of Medicine), fiahao Peng {Mantefiore/Albert Einstein College of
Medicine), Daniel Veldhuijzen Van Zanten {University of Alberta), Jingyao Zhang {Danbury

Commonwealth University), Reanna Wang (Humanitas), Sabrina Wealch (Shrewsbury High
School), Michael Yang (The Nueva School), Kate Yuan {Washington University), Fengrui

Zhan {Weill Cornell}, Kevin Zheng {Gillman School)
Hospital/Nuvance Health), Tiantian Zhang (University of Central Florida)
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Together We Bring Hope

As the evening celebration unfolded, CAHON
Board Chair Dr. Jing-Zhou Hou (University of
Pittsburgh) and President Dr. Liang Deng
(MSKCC) reflected on two decades of unity and
growth A from a small professional society to a
vibrant global organization of ne arly 400
members spanning academia, industry, and
government.

oTogether, we are CAHOI
hope. ¢

The words echoed through the hall i a moving
remi nder that CAHONOs ¢
its science, but in its unity, compassion, and
dedication as a family.
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IYears of Unity, |
Care, and Collaboration:
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