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It all started with a letter 

 
 

Founded in 2005, CAHON 
began as a small circle of 
40 Chinese American 
physicians bound by 
shared purpose and 
friendship. Two decades 
later, it has grown into a 
global family ɂ uniting 
scientists, clinicians, and 
innovators devoted to 
advancing cancer care 
through knowledge, 
compassion, and 
collaboration. 

The Open Call Letter in 2004 from our founding 
members 
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Science, Leadership, Legacy 
 

 
The meeting opened with Dr. Robert S. Negrin of Stanford 
University ñ recipient of the CAHON 2025 Lifetime 
Achievement Award and incoming President of the 
American Society of Hematology. Dr. Negrin, a world 
leader in hematopoietic cell transplantation, has dedicated 
more than 30 years to improving outcomes for patients 
undergoing allogeneic bone marrow transplantation. His 
pioneering work on immune regulation, graft -versus-host 
disease, and cellular therapies has made significant 
contributions to the field.  Today, his discoveries are being 
translated into clinical practice, offering new hope to 
patients who depend on bone marrow transplantation for 
survival. His keynote lecture set an inspiring tone ñ one 
that captured both the scientific excellence and the human 
compassion that define CAHONõs mission.  
 
Over two days, leading experts presented frontier advances 
in oncology: multiple myeloma (Dr. Saad Usmani, MSKCC), 
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lung cancer (Dr. Roy Herbst, Yale), melanoma in Asians (Dr. 
Michael Wong, Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer 
Center), myeloproliferative neoplasms (Dr. John 
Mascarenhas, Mount Sinai), KRAS-targeted therapy (Dr. 
Weiji Sun, University of Kansas), soft tissue sarcoma (Dr. 
Minggui Pan, Stanford), and renal and bladder cancers (Dr. 
Tian Zhang, UT Southwestern). 
Together, these scientific voices reflected not only 
innovation but also the compassion, unity, and shared 
dedication that define CAHONõs legacy ñ to bridge 
cultures, share knowledge, and improve lives.  
 
Our Lovely Hosts Dr. Yiwu Huang (left) and Dr Delong Liu (right) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Amazing CAHON Staff: Becca Gasparich (left) Tara Withington, CAE (middle), Annie 
McSherry (middle), Nichole Nikolic (right) 
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Collaboration in Action 
 

 
Clinical case sessions led by Drs. Zhengrui Xiao, Iris 
Zhi, and Hongtao Liu inspired lively discussion on 
immune disorders, breast cancer, and leukemia ñ 
demonstrating how learning together builds bonds that 
go beyond science. 
Panels on CAR-T, ADC, and bispecific antibody 
therapies ñ chaired by Drs. Sen Zhuang (Janssen 
Research & Development) and Zihai Li (Ohio State 
University) ñ and a translational collaboration panel 
co-led by Dr. Wenru Song (Kira Pharmaceuticals) and 
Dr. Ke Liu (Marengo Therapeutics) highlighted how 
teamwork and trust move discoveries from bench to 
bedside. 
At CAHON, collaboration is not just professional ñ it 
is personal and familial, rooted in friendship, mutual 
respect, and a shared purpose to bring healing and 
hope. 
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Honoring Excellence and Mentorship 

CAHON honored Dr. Hongtao Liu 
(University of Wisconsin) and Dr. Yi 
Feng (Tennessee Oncology) with the 
2025 Outstanding Contribution 
Awards for their enduring 
leadership, mentorship, and service 
to the CAHON community.  
Emerging scientists were celebrated 
through the CAHON Young 
Investigator and Junior Investigator 
Awards, reaffirming the 
organizationõs belief that mentorship 
is both a legacy and a promise. 
With the Journal of Hematology & 
Oncology (Impact Factor 40.4) as its 
flagship publication, CAHON 
continues to champion scientific 
excellence and collaboration between 
Chinese and American communities. 
  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

   

Young Investigator Travel Awardees:  Junior  Investigator Awardees:  
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Together We Bring Hope 
 

 
As the evening celebration unfolded, CAHON 
Board Chair Dr. Jing-Zhou Hou (University of 
Pittsburgh) and President Dr. Liang Deng 
(MSKCC) reflected on two decades of unity and 
growth ñ from a small professional society to a 
vibrant global organization of ne arly 400 
members spanning academia, industry, and 
government. 
òTogether, we are CAHON. Together, we bring 
hope.ó 
The words echoed through the hall ñ a moving 
reminder that CAHONõs strength lies not only in 
its science, but in its unity, compassion, and 
dedication as a family. 
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As CAHON looks ahead to the next 20 

years and beyond, its mission endures: 

to grow, to mentor, to connect, and to 

bridge ð for patients, members, and 

future generations.  
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